ACTIVE TRAVEL EXMOUTH (ATE)
A Little bit of history
Way back in 1990 the Exmouth Friends of the Earth and the Town Council commissioned Sustrans  to produce a report “ Notes on Cycling in Exmouth” which outlined the potential for developing a network of pathways, both existing and new, to enable cycling to become more popular and also to benefit walkers and the disabled.  At this time the Budleigh railway path was being  planned and there was also an aspiration for a path along the Estuary as well as the wish for the creation of Valley Parks along the Bapton, Withycombe and Maer valleys.

A group of volunteers formed the “Exmouth Cyclepath Working Party Group” to help guide the council on ways and means to convert the ambition to reality.

The ECPWG had representation on the two appropriate Town Council groups, the Public Rights of Way and the Exmouth Transport Partnership.

The ECPWG was renamed “Cyclepath Exmouth”and was asked by East Devon District Council (EDDC) to write “A Cycle Strategy For Exmouth” which became part of the Local Plan in 2008. This was amended slightly for the next Local Plan and became “an Access Strategy” to reflect the broader objectives to encourage all non-motorised transport. This document is now part of the Neighbourhood Plan published in 2019.  The Group was renamed Active Travel Exmouth to show that we were definitely not just there for cyclists !!

So, what has been achieved?.

The Budleigh Railway path was completed, Devon County Council (DCC) and Sustrans built the Estuary Trail and, with the link through Phear Park brought NCN2 to Exmouth as a flagship long distance route. We identified the possible route from the Estuary Trail to Exeter Road and persuaded The National Trust to back it. Initially it was going to be a DCC project but they backed out due to the objection of one Exmouth county councillor. We then persuaded the Town Council and Sustrans to support the project financially sufficiently for the Trust to carry on anyway. We identified the opportunity for the development at Estuary View to have a full width access to Exeter Road exactly opposite the NT path and this was made a planning condition. These two paths may give traffic-free access to A la Ronde in the future.  We ensured that the Hillcrest development included a pathway along the Withycombe Valley linking to Gibson Close and Dinan Way. We also suggested and ensured that the Flora Close development will include a link to this path and also to Dukes Crescent via a new bridge. This latter project has been slowed by Covid but is nearly complete and will give a pleasant low traffic route  avoiding most of St Johns Road. We worked with EDDC to ensure that the developers of Parry’s Farm Close provided a link from Marley Road to the Bapton Valley Park and we have continued to press for major improvement to the paths in the park (a project on our wish list and the Neighbourhood Plan). We have just heard the funds have now been allocated for this.

Way back in 2005 we realised that there were no maps which showed all the paths, not just the Public Footpaths and Cyclepaths, so we decided to carry out an audit of all the paths that could be useable for cyclists as well as walkers.  These were logged onto very large paper maps but we always hoped that they could be digitised and made available for everyone.  We were offered  mapping software by the Councils, but there were constraints on what information could be included and the end result could only be read by those with the appropriate software.

So, stimulated by the approach of the Neighbourhood Plan , Jan Gannaway set about producing a website using free OS mapping, expanding the scope to include all paths (now approx 130 and growing as we find more) adding details and pictures which can be viewed and printed from any internet connected device.

The information can be used by council planners to see how new developments might need new or improved links for access to schools, shops and work and, importantly, the developers could be required to fund them.

One of our aims is to re-establish the good working relationships we had with both officers and councillors at DCC which suffered when there were severe cutbacks both on staffing and finance and, of course, Covid has effectively cost us all two years apart from Jan’s mapping which gave a few volunteers the opportunity to get out and take some pictures.
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